JFK slayers 
‘found’ on 
grassy knoll 

By Mark Potok 
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You may not be too sure 
wha t Tom Wilson is showing 
you wiferT^FTtarts his video, ' 
but it’s hard to ignore the re- - 
tired engineer’s words. 

“You are looking right now ; 
into the eye of the assassin of • 
President Kennedy,” he says 
evenly as the tape rolls. 
“You’re looking at a mole on 
his cheek. 

“I can tell you right now, 
his eyes are brown.” 

Using sophisticated tech- 
nologies knowm as “image 
processing” and “spectral 
analysis,” Wilson, 59, has 
spent three years examining 
some of the most famous 
photographs and films of the 
world’s most famous assassi- 
nation. What he claims he’s 
found seems incredible — : 
even to the conspiracy buffs 
he addressed Friday night in 
Dallas. 

The real killer, he says, is 
firing from the grassy knoll; 
on one side of him is another 
sniper, on the other, a collab- 
orating photographer. The 



Please see JFK, A-13 




From A-1 



IjkMLD 

(h 



president’s autopsy photographs 
fere faked; so is a famous photo of 
P^e Harvey Oswald holding a 
fshiper’s rifle. There’s a bullet in 
^he president’s back never before 
Freported; and there’s un reported 
fmetal in his head. 

P - “Basic,” Wilson says as his vid- 
plays. “Basic.” 

b-Ulardly, retorted several au- 
thorities who heard about Wil- 
jiCfli’s claims to the Dallas assassi- 
fji^on symposium. Said R ober t 
t Biakey, c hief counsel and^"^ff 
ydMctof" of the House Select 
CO.Ommittee on Assassinations, 
probed the killing in 1979: 
^"S?u know the saying among 
t^OQ(Pputer people, 'Garbage in, 
rggrbage out?’ 
t IIUThis is garbage.” 

^Slgreeing was David Belin, 
fcoiinsel to the Warren Commis- 
^bn, which concluded that the 
lNov. 22, 1963, assassination was 
!Uie work of Oswald acting alone. 

Jilt’s a series of massive lies,” 
3]e-said. “The man is basically 
2p^ng an outrageous claim.” 

rHard evidence’ offered 

^r.But Wilson, a soft-spoken, 
pH^a'd-of-hearing former U.S. Steel 
[OTgineer, will not be deterred, 
r^fore FViday night, he had nev- 
t^j^one public. He is doing so, he 
in an interview, “becau se I . 
’ ve the fu^t real piece ofTiarcT 




ice, he said, is film 
llm-lhat has been 
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[■Kennedy’s death^ . ^ 

A^A ^d the 1* .61, called by the 
[House committee that re-exam- 
jined the Warren Commission’s 
1 controversial conclusions, studied 
[. . 



”77 Have many conspiracy the- 

"t>rists. 

But Wilson said he’s different. 
H e worked, in some cases, 
f r om copies of copies of phot o- 
graphs. His analysis of the f a- 
m ous Zapruder film ofThe sho ot- 
ing was done on. a copy made on 
*' a~$3 ta na-iT L aTSlSOV^ ^” But 
Wilson said it doesn’t matter. 

W hat he does , he said, is mea- 
s ure freouencTes of light tha t 
b ounce off a p Eo tograph or fiTm 
strip. The light is measured on 
2?0V000 solid-state charge-cou- 
pled devices using a 256-shade 
gray scale; the human eye can 
perceive only 30 shades of gray. 
Then his computer program de- 
velops a kind of layered picture, 
sometimes adding lifelike colors. 

‘Nothing is speculation’ 

“ Nothing is thec»ry ,” . he said. 
“N othing isspeculatfon .” 

The process, he said, is like 
looking at a photo of a darkened 
door leading into a hallway, 
which looks black to the human 
eye. His method “p^ ls— away” 
the layers of g ray^^oing deeper 
and deeper and__picking_up 
sha des invisible to the e ye. In the 
endT^ th the computer enhanc- 
ing me grays to make them visi- 
ble, yo u will see the m^ w ho is 
s tanding at the end of theTR^ l. 

Yes, some of these things can 
be done,” said Michael Bov e. a 
Massachusetts Institute oFTech- 
nology professor who has worked 
extensively on image enhance- 
ment. 

But the point at which it 
fstarts getting to be a little bit less 
feertain technology is when some- 
one shows you a [blurry] picture 
and says I can identify all the 
cars, and worse, all the Fords,” 
.he said. “Fundamentally, all 
you’ve got to go with is what’s on 
the film. Anything_els.e_.ypujull 
I’ ou t of ther e, you’re making ^- 
ptions about.” 
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Sometimes, watching Wilson’s 
video and listening to him ex- 
plain its often indecipherable im- 
ages is like watching the movie, 
“Th e, Fantastic Voyage,” where a 
miniaturized submarine crew en- 
ters the human body. Except in 
Wilson’s case, zo omin g in on an 
autopsy photo of the presiden t, 
yoCTenl^'th^hble in his thro at 
where a' tracheotomy ^'as _per- 
rofr^: 

As~you go do^, Wilson points 
ourwnai hT"siys is the bulle t 
hole and its configur ation — a 
pattern hT^ ys p roves the sh ot 
came from the front, meaning it 
could not ha\^e be^ fired by Os- 
wald, who is supposed, to have 
fired from above and behind. 

Similarly, Wilson made these 
claims: 

B Looking at the .president’s 
brain by examining one spot in 
ffie Za pruder fi lm shows that 
that shot also was fired from in 
front. Wils on also claimed to .be 
ab le to pick out pieces of sc^p 
and brain matt eF as it Hies 
throug lTThe aiFlPr a bade ward’ 

2^C._ 

B Probing s everal auto psy pho- 
tographs sh ows a shot in the low - 
er left ba ck ^d also shows that a 
picture of the reai Lof the pres i- 
dent’s h ead hasbeen~ a Hered. 
Other conspiracy theorists have 
maintained that the photos were 
faked to cover up the direction of 
the shots. 

B A photqgr^ h of Oswa ld at 
his home holding a sniper’s gun 
is actu ally of another man \^^h 
Oswald’s face superimposed TPafl 
of the Zapruder film also has 
b^en_^tered' 

B A “white puff’ on a Polaroid 
snapsh6in5f~thejgf^sy-knolJ — 
long identified bysome theorists 
as smoke from a gun — is just 
that. Wjl son’s c Qrnputex program 
takes- ynu - throug]Ohe._.haJp jf 
smoke, purportedly showing the 
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Dr. Cyril Wecht, left, says Tom Wilson has done "beautiful work" In delving Into the JFK assassination. 



gunman’s ey.e . a mole on his 
cTTeek and a rifle’s scope; a cam- 
era to the gunman’s right, operat- 
ed another conspirator; and 
. ^ adjacent puff of smoke, mark- 
■j iug where another sniper fired a 
fifth of a second earlier, but 
missed. Wilson also claim ^ he 
can see the I dller’s eagle-shaped 
badge_=.— indicating the assassin 
wore the uniform of a federal of- 
ficial — and the outline of his 
name plate. 

Name on badge possible 

“If I had an original [photo], “ 



he said, “I could probably tell 
you the name on the badge.” 
Cyril Wecht, a Pennsylvania 
forensic pathologist and one-time 
president of the American Acad- 
emy of Forensic Sciences, has 
examined Wilson’s results and on 
Friday called it “beautiful work.” 
Wecht — who gave a thunderous 
speech at the conference refer- 
ring to conspiracy theorists’ at- 
tempts to get at the truth as “this 
glorious quest, this magnificent 
struggle” — said he endorsed 
Wilson’s work but was unsure if 
the photographs he worked from 



were authentic. 

Gary Mack, a Texas assassina- 
tioFTlheorist 'who nevertheless 
discounted many of the theories 
being espoused Friday, said he’d 
i nterviewed Wi lson, for hours . 

“H e doesn’t j eall v know w hat 
i nformation the computer -is -pu t- 
tin g ill to the DictiireV T^e mm - 
p uter is jusLj-eactiQg to ’nois e. ’ 
ad^ing^ material; al^rjng^'UT' 
s harpi ng itrii r-^ doisn’t really 
know what it’s domg." 

“Itls^likl ink blot tests," he 
said. "Magic is'a polite term." 



